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The “Good News” of hope...

“And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news
of great joy that will be for all the people. "' For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ? And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in
manger.” ¥ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying, '* “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
—Luke 2:10-14

1. Hope Is Found in Jesus Christ (vs. 19-21)

“For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of
God. ?°For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
because of him who subjected it, in hope 2’ that the creation itself will be
set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God.”

“For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” —Romans 8:18

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,
that through endurance and through the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope.” - Romans 15:4

2. Hope Is Knowing We Belong to Jesus Christ (vs. 23-25)

“And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies.? For in this hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? % But if we
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.”

“And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. * He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things
have passed away.”°And he who was seated on the throne said,
“Behold, | am making all things new.” Also, he said, “Write this down,
for these words are trustworthy and true.” ¢ And he said to me, “It is done!
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty |
will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.”
— Revelation 21:3-6



